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the Government. This was much to the distaste of a party led
by the King's younger brother, Tharrawaddy Min, who was
anxious to seize power and wipe out the disgrace of the Treaty
of Yandabo. In 1837 Tharrawaddy carried through a successful
coup d'etat and deposed his brother.
Much against his conception of his position as Resident,
Burney was forced to play an important role in the negotiations
for the surrender of the capital. Both sides looked to him as the
only one able to prevent the usual horrors attendant upon a
palace revolution. Tharrawaddy promised that there should be
no bloodshed. He broke his promise, but Burney's protests
were so strong, after five ex-ministers had been done to death,
that the executions stopped. No less than 200 people had lost
their lives when Bagyidaw had succeeded to the throne in
1819. But Tharrawaddy could not forgive Burney for his
interference. Burney, therefore, whose health had broken
down under the strain of his position, relinquished his post
and returned to India. He warned the Government of India
that it would be unwise to appoint a successor to reside at
Amarapoora, since there was considerable risk of an outrage
which might endanger peace. The new king, he said, was under
the influence of 'coarse ill-informed characters', who openly
looked forward to the time when it might be possible to recover
by force the territory lost at Yandabo.
Lord Auckland, however, did not agree with Burney, and
for two more years, until July 1839, a Resident was retained,
Colonel Benson, who told the Government of India that he
had to live under such conditions 'as no English gentleman or
more extensively no British subject ought to be exposed to'.
He also left on the plea of ill-health, handing over charge to
his assistant, Captain William McLeod. The latter, finding it
quite impossible to live in quarters that were flooded to a
depth of several feet during the wet monsoon, retired to
Rangoon, from whence he was withdrawn in 1840. Thus ended
the first attempt to maintain a British Residency at the Court of
Ava. Tharrawaddy's joy was unbounded; the breakdown of
every Resident's health at Amarapoora became his stock joke.
The severance of diplomatic relations, however, made a
further war inevitable. Tharrawaddy was playing with fire. He